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Commentator

With nearly 5,000 pages and 20 megabytes of text, this 12 volume set contains concise comments and sermon outlines, perfect for preaching, teaching, or just another perspective on a passage for any lay person.

James Nisbet compiled and edited the Church Pulpit Commentary. Over 100 authors wrote short essays, sermon outlines, and sermon illustrations for selected verses of the Bible. The authors include Handley Carr Glyn (H.C.G) Moule, F.D. Maurice, and many other bishops and pastors.

As with many commentaries of this nature, the New Testament contains substantially more comments than the Old Testament. This is not the famouse Pulpit Commentary. This is a different commentary. Not every verse includes a comment.
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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
NAHUM: A STUDY
‘The vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.’

Nahum 1:1
It may be affirmed, without fear of contradiction, that the Book of the prophet Nahum is amongst the least known and studied of all the prophetical books of the Old Testament. Why this should be the case it is not so easy to say, for as a poet Nahum occupies a very high place in Hebrew literature. His style is clear, forcible, and picturesque, his diction sonorous, rhythmical, and majestic; and the entire prophecy, which is one connected whole, is thoroughly original, intensely interesting, and indicative of great poetic talent.

Nothing is known of Nahum save what he himself tells us. His name means ‘rich in mercy,’ or ‘rich in courtesy.’ He appears to have been a man of some distinction, as the town of Capernaum is generally considered to have received its name from him.

The time when the prophecy was written is also matter of dispute. Internal evidence points to the latter years of Hezekiah’s reign. The condition of Assyria in the time of Sennacherib corresponds with the state of things so graphically described in the prophecy, and it is probable that this description was written by Nahum in or near Jerusalem, where he might have seen with his own eyes the ‘valiant men in scarlet,’ the chariots flashing with steel,’ and the ‘spears shaken terribly.’

I. The picture which he presents to us is in striking accord with the Assyrian sculptures and inscriptions.—The luxury and magnificence of the inhabitants of Nineveh are noted, but also he exhibits the Assyrian as a nation delighting in war, constantly engaged in a series of aggressions upon his neighbours. He shows us the army divided into distinct corps, the most important of which are the chariots and the horsemen. He speaks of the flashing sword and glittering spear as the chief weapons, and mentions the movable forts, which we see depicted frequently on the sculptured monuments by those artists who love to represent the favourite habits and practices of the Assyrians.

II. The whole Book contains but one prophecy.—There is a unity of aim throughout; and a beautiful sequence of thought is apparent from beginning to end, with only three resting-places, well indicated by the division of chapters.

The prophet introduces his subject to us as a vision vouchsafed to him by the Almighty, and he records what he has seen in the Spirit, for the comforting and strengthening of his people in the midst of their heavy sorrow and deep distress.

What folly, what madness, to fight against the Lord! What plans canst thou, O Assyrian, think out against Him? True, thou hast conquered many nations, ruthlessly demolishing their chief cities, and the gods of these nations delivered them not out of thine hand (Isaiah 37:12). But these were false gods. Now thou hast to deal with the God of Israel, the very and true God, the only God. He ‘will make a full end’ of thee. So utter will be the destruction that it will not be necessary to strike a ‘second time.’ Thine armies shall be consumed like thorn-bushes gathered together for burning. Even though they be ‘drenched, as it were, in their drink,’ they shall be as stubble fully dry.

Hitherto the prophet had spoken in his own name; now he confirms his statement by declaring that God Himself has so spoken: ‘Thus saith the Lord.’ The same truths which the prophet declared are now repeated. Though Nineveh be in her full strength, in the height of her power, boasting in her security from harm, trusting in her vast resources and the countless multitudes of her inhabitants, yet she ‘shall pass away,’ and this passing away shall be through the great affliction with which Nineveh should be afflicted, so great that there should be no need for its repetition.

III. In the midst of judgment the Lord remembers mercy, and therefore turns away for a brief moment from the Assyrian to address words of comfort and consolation to Judah, to strengthen and encourage His oppressed people when the ruin now threatened should become an accomplished fact.—He would make all things work together for their good, if they would but put their trust in Him. Nineveh’s yoke had been a burden almost too heavy for Judah to bear.

IV. When he had spoken this word of encouragement to Israel, the prophet turns again to Nineveh.—He gives the reason why she, who is addressed as ‘the wicked one,’ shall no more ‘pass through’ Israel to disturb. She must look to her own defences, she must prepare herself against the invader, for ‘he that dasheth in pieces’ is even now at hand, his army drawn up in battle-array before her very face. The prophet calls on Nineveh to ‘watch the way,’ ‘to fortify her power,’ but he speaks ironically, knowing well that all her preparations should be in vain, because the time for her destruction was at hand. How graphically does the prophet describe the whole scene! All passes in vision before the eyes of his mind. He speaks as though he were an eye-witness of the battle, the siege, and the final assault in which Nineveh became the prey of all those horrors which usually befell in those days a conquered city given over to plunder. He sees in vision the burnished bronze shields reflecting the sun’s rays, the chariots flashing with steel, the spears shaken and deftly hurled. In vain the Assyrian chariots rush to the rescue; in vain does the great king rely on his ‘worthies’; in vain do the best of his warriors man the walls. They can make no stand against the battering-rams of the enemy. The gates yield; the Medes pour in through them; the palace is in the hands of the foe, the queen a prisoner, the people fugitives. A few make a last desperate effort to retrieve the day by throwing themselves in the way of those who had taken to flight. ‘Stand,’ say they; ‘close up your ranks, citizens, soldiers of a country that has never been conquered. Why yield now? why turn your backs?’ In vain. They cannot induce them to return. The flight becomes general; the city is taken; the maidens are carried away ‘mourning as with the voice of doves,’ beating their breasts in anguish.

As the prophet contemplates the ruins, he exclaims, ‘Where is the den of the lions, and the feeding place of the young lions?’ The questions were asked in amazement, so incredible did it seem that this great Assyrian capital, now in the full tide of her glory and grandeur, the oppressor and corrupter of nations, should so soon become a charred and blackened ruin. Nay, so complete should be the overthrow that the very site would not be known. But Jehovah was against Nineveh. Her iniquities were filled up. The time of her punishment was at hand.

V. The third chapter introduces the reader again into the very midst of the fight.—The prophet repeats what he had said in the closing verses of the preceding chapter. He states the cause of Nineveh’s downfall, and adds that her fall will be unpitied and unlamented. Again we hear the solemn words, ‘Behold, I am against thee.’ But there are new features added. As we read we seem to hear the sound of the whips and the rattling of the wheels; we see the horses rushing on to battle, men mounting, swords flashing, spears glittering, and the last decisive stand marked by the number of the slain, the heaps of carcases, and the piled-up corpses. Oh, how vast was the overthrow, and in her distress there were none to bemoan her, none to comfort her. Nay, all that hear should ‘clap their hands,’ and all who look on her should say, ‘Nineveh is laid waste; who will bemoan her?’

Then the author himself, giving expression to his own pitiless thoughts, says, ‘Did not No-Amon perish without mercy and without one to comfort her?’ She, like Nineveh, was built on the river’s bank, surrounded by water, protected by her very position, the sea forming a rampart, and Ethiopia and Egypt, her allies, close at hand to aid and assist, Put and Lubim likewise ready to help, but all in vain. Art thou then better than No-Amon, which, notwithstanding her strength and the apparently impregnable character of her position, miserably perished? No-Amon’s fate is an illustration, a prophecy, of thine. Thy shepherds,—i.e. the princes and captains of the people—slumber. They sleep at their posts. The sheep are scattered. There is no hope. So deadly is the wound, there is ‘no assuaging of thy hurt.’ Instead of this great overthrow exciting pity or causing sorrow, all rejoice. All had suffered, all had been oppressed, for ‘upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continually?’ Therefore, all who hear the report of the catastrophe will ‘clap their hands’ in joy, seeing in thy fall a just retribution of Heaven.

—Rev. J. J. Dillon.

Illustration
‘This is the doom of a city which was proud and overbearing and oppressive. It was not merely with the Nineveh of Old Testament times, it is with cities and communities to-day, that the God of righteousness takes to do. There is much in my native land to fill me with satisfaction and joy. I am glad to be a citizen of Britain, this royal throne of kings, this sceptred isle, this happy breed of men, this little world, this precious stone set in the silver sea. Surely, mine is the queen of commonwealths and empires. But there is much, too, in my country to awaken in me concern and penitence and misgiving, if I am a Christian man. The greed of gain, the overweening self-reliance, the national sins which inflict so dark a stain, the irreligiousness, the failure to ask in public affairs for the will and commandment of Christ, the forgetfulness of all God’s benefits in the past and in the present: these things should make me blush, and should send me to my knees in confession and prayer. The Lord preserve Britain from the destruction which swept Nineveh away. The Lord sanctify the social and political and commercial life of Britain, that she may be free from Nineveh’s unbelief and evil.’

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 5
THE STRENGTH OF NINEVEH
‘The defence shall be prepared.’

Nahum 2:5
In chapters 2 and 3 of Nahum, we have his whole prophecy proper. In them we are presented with a vivid and striking picture of Nineveh; the siege, the assault, the fighting in the streets, the heaped-up bodies of the slain, the wail of women, the final shriek of despair, and the last awful silence when all is over, are depicted with vigorous terseness.

I. We know a great deal about the position, fortifications, and architectural features of Nineveh.—Thanks to those who, led by Sir Henry Layard, have laboured long and faithfully, the structure and strength of Nineveh have been made clear; and those whose studies in the great works of the explorers and in the countless and precious Ninevite monuments which have been collected in museums and galleries have enabled them to make a fairly accurate picture of ancient Nineveh, tell us that to them the prophet’s words became instinct with life and meaning. Students such as these recognise that the prophet spoke with the graphic truthfulness of one who was familiar with the general features of the great city whose downfall he foretold.

It will be remembered that Nineveh was situated in the middle of a triangular territory lying between the Rivers Tigris and the Greater Zab, and bounded by mountains on the north. The region is, generally speaking, flat; it is a low plain broken by small hills. The district was well fortified. In the north was a strong fortress which not only covered the roads against an enemy, but protected also the water supply of the great city Nineveh. A broken circle of small hills partially sheltered the city on the north, and these swept away to the eastward and bent in again towards the south and west. Walls of protection were built not only around the city, but also outlying and sheltering walls were built as lines of first defence. But perhaps even more welcomed and valued than the shelter of hills and walls were the protecting waters of the great River Tigris which shielded it on the west, and little less welcome was the River Choser, which bisected the city and gave a copious water supply. To strengthen the natural defences canals were cut, and the defending moats could be emptied or filled by means of sluice gates, which had been constructed for the purposes of defence. The city formed an irregular oblong, whose enclosing walls measured seven and a half miles. It was the largest fortified place in Western Asia. The defensive walls were lofty, varying from ten feet to as much as sixty feet in height. Turrets at intervals added to the defensive value of the walls, and a moat one hundred and fifty feet in breadth ran round the whole circuit of the city on all sides except on the west, which was protected by the River Tigris.

II. We thus can form a picture of a city, vast in extent and strongly fortified both by nature and by art.—The neighbouring hills and the adjacent rivers gave to the city a choice situation, and supplied it with defences which military experience could use with good effect. Walls of a strength which was deemed sufficient to resist the arms of the period were rendered more formidable by their variety of height and by the skill with which they were arranged. Judged from the military standpoint Nineveh was a great city strongly and almost impregnably fortified, defended by many outlying fortresses and protected by troops who had won reputation in war, and by that vague but real terror which her name had spread among neighbouring and even distant nations.

It is against this city, formidable in arms, defences, and prestige, that the prophet launches his denunciations.

Bishop Boyd Carpenter.

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
NINEVEH’S DIRGE
‘Woe to the bloody city!’

Nahum 3:1
I. We now come to stanzas of triumph over the great city’s fall.—For convenience and clearness we may take the closing verses of chapter 2 (i.e., Nahum 3:11-13) separately, as they contain a kind of dirge which fitly closes the vivid description of the siege and capture. The dirge opens with the old question which is also ever new—the question, ‘What has become of the glory and strength which once seemed so formidable and even invincible?’ Nineveh, the stronghold and metropolis of a mighty empire, is described by the prophet as a lion’s den. ‘Where is the den of lions, and the feeding place of the young lions, where the lion and lioness walked, the lion’s whelp, and none made them afraid?’ ‘The lion did tear in pieces enough for his whelps, and strangled for his lionesses, and filled his caves with prey, and his dens with ravin.’

It is a strong picture of might ruthlessly used. As to the beast of prey the only aim is to gather enough for his mate and his young, so was Nineveh, like a ravening beast, heedless of all interests but his own. But empire ruled on such principles must fall, for it is built on false estimates of things. Strong though it may be, it has placed itself against the might which never fails, viz., the might of God. Such in brief is the picture of Nineveh’s iniquity. Blood, falsehood, and an incurable habit of spoliation—the prey-taking never ceases. But she who preyed on others becomes a prey, and the prophet quickly plunges again into description of her overthrow. He hears the warlike sounds echoing everywhere. ‘The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of wheels, and prancing horses and jumping chariots; the horsemen mounting, and the flashing sword and the glittering spear.’

And then all these sounds of war are followed by an awful vision of carnage. ‘A multitude of slain and a great heap of corpses; they stumble upon the corpses.’

II. And this terrible doom is a simple consequence of violated moral order.—The whole system of empire has been wrong. Instead of using power for good, it has been used for evil. Instead of being a nursing-mother to other people, she has been a seducer and a degrader of them. She has been like a harlot living in splendid ease as the fruit of her unlawful traffic. Her doom of death follows upon her nefarious life. ‘Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the wellfavoured harlot, the mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations through her whoredoms, and families through her witchcrafts.’

The stanzas of woe close with the refrain which reminds us of the invincible but forgotten might which the city, in her proud insolence, has forgotten: ‘Lo, I am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts; and I will discover thy skirts upon thy face, and I will shew the nations thy nakedness and the kingdoms thy shame. And I will cast abominable filth upon thee, and make thee vile, and will set thee as a gazingstock. And it shall come to pass, that all they that look upon thee shall flee from thee, and say, Nineveh is laid waste: who will bemoan her? when shall I seek comforters for thee?’

—Bishop Boyd Carpenter.

Illustrations
(1) ‘We need to look to ourselves that no such fate should overtake our British people, for ours also is the lion-empire. Has God forgiven the iniquity of the opium traffic, or forgotten it? Does He not take note of the methods by which we have extended our empire since the days of Clive? Do not the impurity and drunkenness of our streets weigh with Him? Let true patriots confess these things before Him, and plead with Him to spare us that we may yet spread His Gospel to the world.’

(2) ‘Not on account of idolatry in itself would God have destroyed Nineveh, otherwise He would not have sent Jonah: His justice waited for the outbreak of murder. But after this has infected the whole city, after all its works have assumed the known heathen character, to put itself in the place of God, and to trample under foot the universal revelation of God, that deceit and murder are sins; after it had thus identified itself with the impious principle, its destruction must come. For God’s judgment is revelation. In the fall the entire ignominy concealed by external glory, the rottenness of the powerful tree, the utterly forlorn condition, in which it for a long time already internally stood, whilst it was externally pressed, come to light. Then indeed the more unexpected the blow, the more certain: the nearer it advances, the more fearful and incurable.’

